

Skill Inventory

In the Fall of 1999 the Citizens’ Research Education Network (CREN) conducted an asset survey in the Upper Albany neighborhood.  A total of 250 adult residents and 157 youth residents were surveyed.  A variety of survey techniques were used but door-to-door surveying and setting up tables at locations where residents gather (e.g. Community Health Services, the Bennet Building, and City Council voting sites) were the primary means.  The survey for residents combined questions on individual skills, education levels, employment, demographics, personal interests, perception of good and bad characteristics of the neighborhood, interest in skills training opportunities and interest in starting a new business.  A separate youth survey asked about school quality, the accessibility of higher education and interest in participating in youth council and youth development programs.  The following is a summary of the educational and employment experience among Upper Albany residents.


49%
have high school diplomas or GEDs


26%
have post-high school education


58%
would like to further their education


69%
would like to see more job training in the neighborhood


26%
of non-high school diploma/GED residents are employed

64%
of high school diploma/GED residents are employed
76%
of post-high school education residents are employed
Residents reported experience with the following skills:

Health Care:  caring for elderly (37%), the sick (30%), mentally ill (14%), disabled (20%) and teen counseling (18%).

Childcare and Academic:  childcare (60%), tutoring (16%) and after-school programs (12%).

Language Skills:  91% reported good/excellent writing skills, 84% good/excellent reading skills (majority of respondents were English-only speakers, only 5% unable to speak English).

Business Skills:  filing (43%), typing (38%), computer entry (28%), writing letters (22%), word processing (18%), computer use-youth (88%).

Artistic Skills:  music (21%), dance (22%), crafts (16%), painting (15%), hair cutting (12%), cosmetology (7%), disk jockeying (6%).

Construction Skills:  painting (40%), hanging wallpaper (22%), construction and repair trades (varied by trade from 10-13%).

Repair and Maintenance Skills:  appliances (8%), cars (8%), heating/cooling (6%), equipment operators (15%), building and grounds maintenance (varied by task from 48% to 26%). 
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