

Challenges

The Upper Albany neighborhood realizes that a number of challenges must be overcome in order for our vision to become a reality.  We asked residents through a Citizen’s Research Education Network (CREN) survey and an NRZ planning workshop to tell us what they thought the neighborhood’s most serious problems and needs were.  At the workshop residents were then asked to rank the answers based on what they believed were the worst problems for the neighborhood.  The issues are physical and social; some have straightforward solutions, others will need time and multi-faceted approaches.  All can be overcome through attention and investment in the neighborhood’s physical and human resources.  

Starting with the problem that workshop participants perceived as the most serious, the issues that need to be addressed in descending order of severity are:



Drugs
Behaviors associated with drug use: loitering, littering, crime, selling drugs on the street

Impacts on the neighborhood: Unemployment of those taking drugs, residents feel unsafe, negative role models for youth, people from other areas coming to Upper Albany to buy drugs, negative image for the neighborhood, people afraid to visit or shop in the neighborhood.



Abandoned Houses
Impacts on the neighborhood: Provide places for illegal activities (drug use and sales, prostitution), are visually unattractive, decrease values of surrounding houses, make surrounding residents want to leave, may be unsafe



Infrastructure in Disrepair
Nature of the problem: Streets in disrepair, drainage and sewers need repair/replacement, street landscape is worn and unattractive (i.e. no grass, trees, fences), street lighting inadequate or broken

Impact on neighborhood: Negative appearance, feeling of not being safe, flooding in streets and basements



People who want to work but don’t have the skills 

Impact on the neighborhood: Low incomes, crime, sense of hopelessness, loitering, waste of human potential



Too many liquor stores
Impact on neighborhood: loitering, littering, noise, base for illegal activities



Insufficient recreational and enrichment opportunities for all ages, especially organized activities for youth
Impact on neighborhood: Loitering, getting into trouble, not growing or preparing for future



Abandoned, stripped cars on the streets
Impact on neighborhood: Unsightly, evidence of illegal activities, decreases home values



Deterioration of the housing stock
Impact on the neighborhood: Visually unattractive, results in higher rehab costs later or loss of house, decrease in property values



Vacant lots
Nature of the problem: Attract trash, cause holes in streetscape, weeds grow, sites for loiterers and illegal activities

Impact on neighborhood: Create unattractive areas and streetscapes, reduce property values, areas feel unsafe.



Traffic problems
Nature of the problem: Cars speeding, double parking, parked on wrong side of the street in alternate side of the street parking zones

Impact on neighborhood: Cluttered streets, difficulty in driving and walking, inability to shop in businesses (if can’t find parking space), difficulty in renting apartments (if no off-street parking)



Irresponsible businesses
Nature of problem: Areas surrounding businesses are unsightly with litter, trash, cars parked inappropriately, and loitering

Impact on neighborhood: Decreases the attractiveness of the neighborhood, frustrates and angers residents



Insufficient number of services for residents (e.g. ATM’s, Laundromat)
Impact on neighborhood: Hard to attract new residents or retain existing residents if they have to travel out of the neighborhood to secure basic services



Transportation
Nature of problem: 70% of residents have no car.  Bus goes downtown but doesn’t circle the neighborhood

Impact on neighborhood: Residents have difficulty getting to and from a job; therefore, hard to retain a job; therefore, have insufficient income, money, etc.



Lack of a homeless shelter in the neighborhood
Impact on neighborhood: People who need this help have to leave the neighborhood or live outside



Noise
Nature of the problem: People play music too loud, have loud parties, are loud when leaving clubs and bars; police don’t enforce the noise ordinance

Impact on neighborhood: Anger, frustration, sleeplessness among residents, desire to leave neighborhood and live elsewhere

The CREN Asset Survey includes 250 adults and 157 youths.  The Survey was not designed to be statistically valid, although responses were similar to those expressed at the NRZ workshops.
The three top responses to what residents disliked about the neighborhood were: 

· crime (30%), 

· speeding (8%) and 
· loitering (6%)
Of those responding to the Survey top priorities for neighborhood revitalization were:

· job training (69%), 

· more local restaurants (66%),

· housing rehabilitation (59%), 

· low-income housing (59%) 

· and recreational facilities (51%).  

Additional challenges identified by the survey include:

· Making education and job training on-going and long-term priorities
Impact on the neighborhood: Help residents with skills to participate more fully in the community and the work force, gain certifications and licenses in skill areas and encourage entrepreneurial opportunities; set an example for youth of the value of education and its connection to economic prosperity.

· Expanding affordable, quality childcare opportunities
Impact on the neighborhood: Further the economic and social well-being of residents by allowing parents to take advantage of training and employment opportunities; providing residents with childcare skills/experience opportunity to obtain licenses and start businesses; enhanced child development atmosphere.

· Expanding small business opportunities
Nature of the problem: Lack of access to credit and training are obstacles.

Impact on the neighborhood: Better shopping, services and employment using residents skills and initiative; improved quality of life.
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