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SUNDAY, FEB. 10, 2008
Connecticut Mid-Day3: 018
Mid-Day4: 5512
Play3: 836
Play4: 2100
Cash5: 3, 20, 22, 24, 35
Tuesday’s Classic Lotto jackpot: $3.4
million
Wednesday’s estimated Powerball
jackpot: $74 million
New York Midday Daily: 985; Lucky
Sum: 22
Midday Win4: 3858; Lucky Sum: 24
Daily: 264; Lucky Sum: 12
Win4: 1504; Lucky Sum: 10
Pick 10: 1, 2, 6, 8, 12, 16, 22, 27, 28,
32, 33, 38, 42, 45, 46, 58, 59, 71, 72,
74
Take Five: 2, 13, 33, 34, 35 
Massachusetts Daily: 3167
Maine-Vermont-New Hampshire:
Day: 426 and 3486
Evening: 257 and 0666
Rhode Island Daily: 7069

SATURDAY, FEB. 9, 2007
Powerball: 4, 23, 24, 30, 43;
Powerball: 28 (Power Play: 5) 
New York Lotto: 14, 33, 41, 43, 44,
47; Bonus: 36; Extra: 26
Take Five: 18, 27, 34, 36, 38 
Megabucks: 5, 12, 13, 29, 36, 39

Lottery

on the web
Visit our online archive of

previous winning numbers from
all over New England at

www.courant.com/lottery.

Meet scuba divers
who volunteer to clean

the tanks at a
Connecticut aquarium.
They don’t do it for the

money, but they do it for
the thrill. See the

amazing underwater
video. Tonight on the
Fox 61 News At Ten. 

TONIGHT
ON FOX 61:

Scuba
Scrubbers

THE HARTFORD COURANT
AND FOX 61 ARE NOW

WORKING TOGETHER TO
BRING YOU THE BEST NEWS

COVERAGE.
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F R O M  P A G E  O N E

legislature would not allow the
agency to charge all its water
users — including nonmember
towns, such as Glastonbury, that
only buy MDC water — to pay for
the sewer upgrade. The MDC’s
charter says it cannot charge a
sewer service fee to those who
don’t receive both the district’s
water and sewer services.

Rather than face the political
consequences of simply increas-
ing the rates assessed each town
based on the property values — a
system that benefited Hartford
over its wealthier suburban
neighbors, such as West Hartford
— it was decided to spread the
cost equally among customers
with MDC sewer and water serv-
ice.

The new formula, agreed upon
unanimously by the commission,
was urged by suburban commis-
sioners, where higher property
assessments would have meant
paying a larger share of the
massive sewer project. But pass-
ing the fee directly to water users
has its own consequences: the
poor and less-well-to-do will pay
the same as more wealthy custom-
ers. 

“Per household cost, there had
been a subsidy that was happen-
ing primarily for the city of
Hartford,” said Jeff Wright, a
commissioner from Newington
and the town’s mayor. “Now, peo-
ple are going to pay primarily for
their usage, and that subsidy is
going to be gone, which I think is
going to create some relief for the

majority of the member towns.”
Wright compares water service

to any other utility. “Within the
same utility company, why should
one payer pay more than another
based on what your income level
is?” Wright said. “The phone
companies, the cable companies,
the electrical companies — it
doesn’t matter what your zip code
is, you’ll pay the same rate.”

The MDC and its member
towns — Hartford, West Hartford,
East Hartford, Newington, Weth-
ersfield, Rocky Hill, Windsor and
Bloomfield — are under federal
and state mandate to fix the ailing
sewers, which dump untreated
sewage into area rivers, streets
and basements during dozens of
heavy rains each year. The mas-
sive project will take place over
the next 15-plus years.

Wright said that basing the
charge on water usage has two
other advantages. It encourages
customers to conserve water by
turning on sprinkler systems less
often, using water-efficient appli-
ances and installing water-saving
shower heads and toilets. It also
provides relief to governments of
the member towns, which would
have seen their budgets crushed
by the weight of the $2 billion
project and their bond ratings
dragged down, Wright said. With-
out the sewer service fee, projec-
tions showed that the MDC por-
tion of Newington’s municipal
budget eventually would have
dwarfed the town’s police budget,
he said.

But some say that forcing Hart-
ford residents — who generally

are poorer — to pay the same
amount places an unfair burden
on those who can least afford it. 

Dr. Larry Deutsch, city council-
man in Hartford, said the sewer
charge, even if assessed equally to
all, sets up a system with a
“regressive impact.” As the cost
of water rises, those who are more
wealthy make choices about how
often to wash their car or water
their lawn, while a poor person
decides “whether to give their
baby a bath or not.”

“This is a shifting toward a
more regressive payment struc-
ture in general,” Deutsch said. “It
is the same as the cost of gasoline
going up or the cost of oil heating
in your house going up. You could
say it is fair in a literal, small
sense, but it is the poor that wind
up going without heat in their
homes. It is the poor that have to
skimp on electricity and choose
between gasoline for their car and
medicine.”

MDC Chairman William DiBel-
la, a commissioner from Hart-
ford, said Deutsch is “not wrong
at all” in his assessment, but said
the Hartford delegation on the
MDC board had to make a tough
compromise to ensure that the
sewer project went forward. It
came down to what DiBella de-
scribed as the crux of good gov-
ernment — “the art of the deal,”
he called it. 

That compromise, DiBella said,
meant the $2 billion project would
be based on sewer service fees,
while the operating and mainte-
nance budget of the MDC would
continue to be based on property

value, largely to Hartford’s bene-
fit.

“The suburban towns were re-
ally upset, because under the
existing formula, Hartford had an
advantage,” he said. “In order to
get this thing done, there had to be
some kind of a compromise. I
think everyone felt that some-
thing was being taken away from
them. No one walked away un-
scathed. And that is true of every
political compromise. No one
walks away and says, ‘Hey, I made
out like a bandit.’ 

“We knew there was no way we
could sell this to the suburban
towns if we said, ‘OK, here is the
deal. You are going to see an
increase of 17 percent each year
and your property tax is going to
go through the roof.’ They would
have gone to war. We couldn’t
have done it.”

DiBella also said that Hartford
had to take the long view of the
upgrade project, the vast majority
of which will be done in Hartford
and benefit the city in the form of
newly paved streets and new
sewers.

And as members of the water-
rich MDC, DiBella said the fiscal
future of Hartford and other
member towns should be secure.

“No one has the water we
have,” DiBella said. “It is liquid
gold. As the years go out, more
and more people are going to be
buying that water. It is a certain
revenue stream. It is better than
oil.”

Contact Daniel E. Goren at
dgoren@courant.com.

Cost Of MDC Water Is On The Rise
CONTINUED FROM PAGE A1 

 Bloomfi eld East Hartford Hartford Newington Rocky Hill West Hartford Wethersfi eld Windsor Total

Number of water meters 5,744 14,124 20,553 9,544 4,837 20,148 9,806 6,448 91,204
Average water consumption 1,057,504 3,036,042 7,313,116 1,515,354 1,012,591 3,066,807 1,297,823 1,712,511 20,011,746
2006-2007 in CCFs* 
Sewer service fee per town for 2008  $341,308   $1,051,595 $2,559,591   $528,050 $346,807   $1,059,655  $452,853   $528,627 $6,868,486 
Same fee if based on property value  $497,867 $899,747 $1,887,360   $575,309   $382,377  $1,472,623 $542,118   $611,084   $6,868,486 
Net benefi t per town $156,559 $-151,848  $- 672,231  $47,259   $35,570   $412,968   $89,265 $82,457  

Surcharge At The Tap
In order to pay for a massive $2 billion sewer upgrade project, the MDC opted to charge the majority of customers in member towns an 
extra 35 cents per 100 cubic feet of water used during the fi rst year of the project. Increases would continue for about a decade. That 
method, as opposed to the current fee-based, sewer assessment that is based upon a member town’s property values, benefi ts suburban 
member towns by having Hartford customers assume more of the cost.

CCF — One hundred cubic feet; The current average residential water bill is $275 per year.

THE HARTFORD COURANTSOURCE: MDC

LOS ANGELES — The Writers
Guild of America moved swiftly
Sunday toward a resolution of its
3-month-old strike, with guild
leaders deciding to recommend
the contract to members and ask
them to vote on a quick end to the
walkout.

By calling for separate votes on
ending the strike and accepting

the contract, the union cleared
the way for the entertainment
industry to return to work almost
immediately.

Membership meetings will be
held Tuesday in New York and
Los Angeles to allow writers to
decide whether the strike should
be brought to a speedy end, said
Patric Verrone, president of the
guild’s West Coast branch.

“This is the best deal this guild
has bargained for in 30 years,”
Verrone said.

The tentative contract secures
writers a share of the burgeoning
digital-media market, he said,
including compensation for In-
ternet-delivered TV shows and
movies.

“If [producers] get paid, we get
paid. This contract makes that a

reality,” Verrone said. But, he
added, “it is not all we hoped for
and it is not all we deserved.”

Still, the union’s negotiating
committee recommended Satur-
day that the contract be accepted,
and the West guild’s board of
directors and the East Coast
guild’s council agreed. They
called for a membership ratifica-
tion vote, which will be con-
ducted by mail over about two
weeks.

Member approval of the con-
tract and the strike’s end ap-
peared likely. At heavily attended

membership meetings Saturday
in New York and Los Angeles,
there was resounding support for
the proposed deal that could put
TV and movie production back
on track, salvage the rest of the
TV season and remove a boycott
threat from this month’s Oscars.

Verrone thanked television
viewers who “tolerated three
months of reruns and reality TV.”

The guild’s major bargaining
concession to studios was agree-
ing to take unionization of anima-
tion and reality TV shows off the
table, Verrone said. 

Writers To
Vote On
Contract

By LYNN ELBER
ASSOCIATED PRESS

So, Get Online...or Get on the Phone...& Do Your Homework!

That’s right, “online”! You can join the thousands of kids 
who get help with Big Y’s Homework Helpline®, but now 

you have a choice. 
You can visit bigy.com/homework or call 1-800-866-BIGY. 

Homework Helpline is a FREE one-on-one* homework 
assistance service for students in kindergarten through 

grade 12. A staff of certified teachers will help you 
through your toughest homework assignments.

Open Monday through Thursday, 4 pm to 7 pm.
Help is just a phone call or “click” away.

Call or Visit today!

NEW FOR YOU THIS YEAR! 

Springfield, MA local number: 504-5555. Also available by tdd.
*Homework Helpline’s Online service is NOT a chatroom. It is one-on-one help with a certified teacher to assist you.

HOMEWORK HELPLINE

IS NOW ONLINE TOO!

SAVE ON YOUR
ENERGY BILLS

Call for a FREE estimate
860-643-4568
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FOR FREE PICK-UP 800 766-7206

Children’s Wish Foundation International
fulfilling thousands of wishes for terminally ill children since 1985

CARS  TRUCKS  RVs
VANS  BOATS  LOTS
REAL ESTATE
and MORE

RUNNING OR NOT *
WE HANDLE ALL

PAPERWORK
TAX DEDUCTION

“FAIR MARKET VALUE” PER IRS*RESTRICTIONS 
APPLY

For more information, please call
1-800-DENTURE (1-800-336-8873)

or visit our web site at www.affordabledentures.com

ECONOMY FULL SET DENTURES*.......

Custom Full Set Dentures.......................

Custom Full Upper or Lower....................

Premium Full Set Dentures..................

Reline (each)..........................................

Simple Extraction (each).............................

Full-mouth X-ray (required for extractions)........
Fees effective January 28, 2008

$395
  $795

    $525

$1,050

$140

$75

      $65

Affordable Dentures - Hartford, P.C.
3001 Berlin Turnpike

Turnpike Plaza
Newington, CT  06111

(860) 594-8663

We gladly accept Cash, Checks, Visa, MasterCard and Discover
as payment for our services.

Rita Bobb-Rollins, DDS
General Dentist

NO  APPOINTMENT
NECESSARY

EMERGENCY
EXTRACTION  SERVICES

ON-SITE
DENTAL LAB

* SAME  DAY  SERVICE
IF  IN  BEFORE  9 A.M.

MINI  DENTAL
IMPLANTS

NOW  ACCEPTING
MEDICAID

DELTA DENTAL,
METLIFE, & MASSHEALTHWE ACCEPT:

New  Denture  Wearer  Package
Special savings for first time denture wearers.
Same day dentures with extraction services.


