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December '04 Progress Report On Hartford’s Development Projects

An At-A-Glance Commentary On Selected Proposals To Rebuild And Enhance The City

CRANES = SCAFFOLD

ARE THE PROJECTS...

Trumbull Centre: 600-space parking garage
due to cpen before year's end; 200 spaces
under contract. 25 of 100 apartrment units
already reserved, with menthly rent starting at
$850. Hopes are for July opering. Floor plans,
vizws available at www.trumbullapts com.
Best Clearers (with tailor, shoe repair), wire
and cheese shep (run by Vito's Rob Maffucci)
to join Quizno's sandwich shop and

g Auriermma’s restarant in retail

- r7 Spaces.

Roseanne Haagerty, president of Commen
Ground, the builing’s nenprofit owner, it
down and have a heart-to-heart. Over
mayor's objectiors, Hagoerty has been
planring to turn trophy landmark into sup-
partive housing for hameless, working
poor and mentally ill. Both sides dharacter-
ize the meeting as corstrue-

A10% < tive and agree to mest again - |-

CPTV/WNPR: Check off one project that's finish-
ing on schedule and under budaet. CPTV broad-
casts started Sept. 13; WNPR on Sept. 15 Last
staff moved inon Sept. 8 - well shead of the Oct.
| deadlire to vacate old building. High-definition
65-inch television screens offer a areat show for
—ygw passers-by on Asyum Avenue.
= Freject is a medel for doing it right.

Wadsworth Atheneun: The key to exparsion
and other lora-range planning for America's
oldest public museun is cccupancy of the old
Hartford Times building. Hans are for the
structure to hald offices, storage, a café and a
gift shop. That needs to happen soon. The gor-

o geous calumned Times edifice has
(T }“1_\)?)' beenempty - and thus subject to
% damage - for too long.

J
-

— — — -~

Hartford Public Library: Phase 2 of $42 million
project to expand and overhaul the main library
started in Avguet, three months behbind schedule.
Hartford's public werks director predicts comple-
ticn & early as next September - three months
ahezad of time. Sounds like a wash until you
remember that problems with the general contrac-
tor for Phase | set project back 18 months, Flus,
;\\N there are uncertainties: concrete sof-
2 3/ fits under Park River Bridge need
% attertion. Will state pick up tab?
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Lo nextweek. Stay tuned. ——
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7 OR ROCKETING AHEAD?

Bond Hotel: Sudden strange
silerce from once-promising
developer Sam Chang.
Renovations have come to a
screeching halt at what was to
be a Homewood Sutes hotel,
Developer won't returmn city's
phene calls, kt alone pay rneeded
fees. Health officials are eager to
issue a remediation permit, but
., there's no applica-

JT0% ", tion.What's going
Lo—E on?
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Park Street: Arscn fire forces demolition of 224-226 Park St. and
dows evtdization Pray that the spot deeen't remiain an eyesore
for too bong. Streetscape improvernent work crews begin
installing antique lamp posts. City acquires dl but cne small par- }

A celat Park and Main for the gateway project. Expect
property awner to close soon. Best estimate i that
o bid specs will go cut early in the naw vear.

g
=

——r———

Civic Center: Full steam
dhead on 3160 million
transformation of cut-
dated mall into 36-story
Fartment tower at
Asylum ard Trumbdl
streets. Facades being
inctalled, tower founda-
tion laid and intericr pub-
lic areas tiled and paint-
=d. Look for naw MSG
marquee and erection of
el steel tower
i in January.

Hartford Hilton: On target to reopenin grand
ctyle just in time for the 2005 Big East tourna:
ment March 5-8 at the Civic Center. Flayers can
walk from the games to the heotel through the
skywalk, which emains in place, and relax in
new pool and health club and at expanded
restaurant. Developzr Waterford will give prefer-
ence to hinng back hotel's werkers and Hartford
s <t residents, as the mayor has

o

insisted.
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Front Street: It's been three months sirce
Capital City Ecoromic Development Authority
dumped Richard Cohen as developer of this

— key retail-residential-entertainment cormpo-

Parking: State Bord Comimission set to approve Monday
$E50,000 for Temrple Street parking garage. Forty spaces to be set
aside at discounted rates for students and corporate interrs. After
turbulent year, calm has settled on parking authority. “Coming cut”

1 party onroof of Morgan Street garage in October for fo\ X
" executive director Jim Kopencay. Partying is grand, but \V) 1
LT authority reeds to tackle onstreet parking riess. e

rent of Adnaen's Landing. CCEDA sought new

bids, but got pocr resporse. Now it will regoti-
ate with multiple developers to determine best
mix for site. Meanwhile, construction has

begun cn rwadways and 500-car
parking garage. Project is behind
schedule.

SageAllen: Progress is evident cn

$49 millicn housma retail develop-

ment in hkeart of downtown Parking
garae will open nextyear, folowed

by retal and apartments in spring
2006 ad howsing for Uriversity of

Hartford students in fall 2006, Project
will add naw zest to Main Street and

its expadng campus
o etal-housing atmos-
' phere.
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project keeps up its fast pace.

| ers. With recent opening of sit-down —
<] restaurant, even Murphy Terminal 5 |
. morewekoming. But a -
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Y future.

Bradley International Airport: This

Concourse C is complete with & of 11

gates inuse. The desian phase for old
Termind A tideeting and baggage
areas goes out to bid this month
Free WiFiin moet of the airport offers
areat enticerrent for business travel-

W » decision & needed onits
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Old State House/Historical Society:
Listen for the sounds of construction in
February for pending Cld State House
exhibit, hands-cn education center and
maybe a aift shop. Look for Harttord's
cldest firefighting equipment, a 1205
pumper ard original G Fax sianwhen
attraction opers on time in late 2005,

Watch downtown visitors fleck to

revamped landmark. Ponder the historical
A society's next move: pursuing

s its dream of more exbibit
F gpace for its collections.
Riverfront: 2004 a backwater for

Fiverfront Recapture, which had
enjoyed smooth sailing. Riverwalk
Nerth, the 1,100 0ot linear park

planned between Bulkeley Bridge and

Kiverside Park, awaits permits; the
plan to breach concrete dike off Van

Dyke Avenue to open up view of nver

awaits fundina. One bright spot:
Lincoln Finarcial Group Foundation
gives Greater Hartford Arts Council
$500,000 for scudptures alorg
7w Hartford and Esst

[ P l"‘" .
0L Hartford riverfronts over

= next three years.
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Coltsville: Frenzied summer gets sawtocth building
ready for tenants, but hammers ae in hiatus perd-
ing paperwork for next phase. Developer gets fed-
erd approva on roafing, windows for histeric
armaries. Needs city council vote on TIF bonds to
resume renovations by month's end. Comaress kicks
in 33 million for streetscape, lighting and access to

. nverfront. National Park study in full
(5 ‘u}ﬂ

swirg. Love those plans to replicate

— 5% Amremear Pord for skating.

Connecticut Center for
Science and Exploration:
Speeding toward fall 2005
aroundbreakirg. Most exciting
progress s choios of Cesar Pelli
to design building. Public
invelvernent showed stromg
interest. Recent pledges of
$10.5 million by private donors
are also encouraging. Five-year
master plan is ready for baard's
review this week. Website sclic-
itation of ideas for a shorter

o name for center
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With structurd and extericr
work completed on Downtown
Marrictt and rearly done on
Convention Center, the cranes
are starting to depart. Imagine
that! Both epen July 2005,
Elegant landscaping wodd add
a fittira firishing touch.
Officials say convention venue
on target for attracting
250000 guests inits first 12
rmonths. We hope so. Theyll
g PUMP more ener-
ay into Hartford.
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7'5::\ should bring interest-
S Y ima suggestions.
Convention Center/Hotel:
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