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An At-A-Glance Commentary On Selected Proposals To Rebuild And Enhance The City

EDITORIAL: APRIL 'O5 PROGRESS REPORT ON HARTFORD DEVELOPMENT PROJECTS

ARE THE PROIJECTS ...

Trumbull Centre: Model zpartments cpen
May 1. 35 of 100 urits dready eserved as
workers nush to open dl apartrments by
Septernber. €00-space garage openad lan.
3 and sianed 320 monthly parkers. Loss of
Auriemma’s restaurant a burrg, but other
restarateurs are interested. Cleaners, tai-
ler, shoe repair, wire and sandwich shops
cpen in October. Kising corstruction costs
o Push 3385 million project
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6 percent over budget.

410 Agylum: Common Ground President
Roseanre Haggerty still trying to have her
cake ard eat it. Has acoepted mayor's offer
to build suppertive housing for homeless,
wotking poer and mentally ill at an alterna
tive site. But she wants to keep the land-
mark 410 building fer mixture of market-
rate and subsidized housing — something
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L5490 meetings this month.

her nenprofit agency has
rever done before. Maore
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The Metropolitan: Historic Hartford Electric
Light Co. bulding at Pear and Ann, just one Bock
from Bushnell Park, 5 being tumed into 49 condo
units. College Street LLC of New Haven will offer

1- and 2-bedmom units for $175,000 to
$400 000, Developer David Nyberg had trans-

formed long-vacant SNET building into 132 rental
.~y w apartments. Nyberg projects were

o

launched without public subsidy.

Wadsworth Atheneum: Possibly this week,
Wadsworth officials will sian a lease with the
state to cccupy the former Hartford Tirmes
building “It's not just an annex. We want it
to be anextaodinary facility initself,” says
museum director Willard Holmmes. Flanners
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are developing pregrams for new
buling; then they' ll refocus on
the existing campus.

Hartford Public Library: After long delays in

Phase 1 of $42 millicn expansion and renovation of
central building, work on second phase is procesd-
inq. Piles are being driven for the foundation; steel-
werk to begin by mid-May for “Window of Light,”

a three-story curved glass facads aleng Main
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Street. Louise Blaleck, chief librarian,
predicts substantid completion by the

end of this vear cr early next.
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Bond Hotel: Workers are
busy sheetrocking this tired

Asylum Street landmark into
a luxuricus Homewood Suites

extended-stay hotel.
Wintertime dispute with the
state aver ashestos paper-

wotk had dowed wark for a

few months, but workers say
A they're now hack
in full stride. Look

g
0 o July opening.
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Park Street: Ecoromic Development Commission is days away

from formaly requesting propasals to tum the southwest and .

northwest comers of Park and Main streets into gateway to Park
Street. Specificaticrs are expected to call for a matching par of
mixed-use buildings. $6 million strestscape project
that includes bernches and sidewalks resumes about
the same time. Goal: Finishina by end of summer.
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Hartford 21: Good naws
abounds. $160 miillicn
makeover of former civic
center is on schedule and
on budaet. Retail and office
companents of the project,
dom Trumbull and Asylum
streets, will be ready for
occupancy in June, Garaoge
reopers in Juy. Even more
exdting: Topping off of
sleck 36-story residential
tower is
. planned for

Septerrber.

MOVING ALONG

s OR ROCKETING AHEAD?
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Cne American Plaza: Jo b's Coffee Raasting
Co., which faces Pratt Street, has operedin for-
mer American Airlines building — evidence of
proaress inthe ehabilitation of the 160,000-
sauare-foot retail and office space by developer
David Nyberg. Corstruction crews were work-
ing inside a lower floor last week. Wanmer

weather should bring enticd facade
work to complement nearby G. Fox
and Sage Allen buildings.

Bradley: Airport will clear milestone
when it avards contract for werk on
Termind A ticksting, baggage areas
Friday. Whenwork is dere, it will
match the east concourse.
Construction of first phase, includ-
ing rew security checkpeint, should
bzain in Jure. But slow progress
attracting intemationd flights is dis-
0 appointing And plars for
‘r:,’ Murphy Terminal rernan

— 7 ueertan.

Sage-Allen: Scores of workers are
knecking down famed Main Street

department store while preserving
distirctive faAade. Ambitious $50
millicn project cre bleck from Cld
State House will include indoor park-
ima, retail, 78 rental apartments,
housing for 168 University of
Hartford students. Garage schedued
- ~—g» toopenthis year; resi-

dential/retail next year.

City Economic

one party — within

Parking: Forersic study beirg dene of Bl-year-old Church Strest
garage, which is in disrepair. Emergency fixes made. Report duz in
a rmonth; management contract to go out to bid later inyear.
Maorgan Street garage also getting rew managemrent, and will be
bisected into areas for monthly and daily parking. Also,
simpler exit-cashier system being installed. Hartford
Parking Autharity recrganized, strengthening oversight.
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Capawell: Developer John
Reveruzzi is restoring
omate office building of the
former horse-nail complex,
but he's still assembling
the financing to build 92
condos in the 102-year-old
factory. Key to finacing
will bz passage of bill
broadzning state's histeric
tax credt program, which

— will help save
(Y ,‘lup Victorian fac- AL,

tories.

Adnaen's Landing.

Cobten last year for
norperformance.

Corstruction under

and street grid.

Front Street: Capital

Development Autherity
expects to name davel-

oper — possibly joint
venture with meore than

E—— A lora-delaved
retail-residential nter-
tainment component of

CCEDW ousted Richard
Froject is far behind
schedule; greundbreak-

ingexpected next year.

way on parking garacge

Qld State House: Opening of perma

nent exhibit and education center
delayed until next January. No tears,

thouah. Blame a prudent priority shift:

A aift shop will be irstalled first, in

time for the holidays. Putting <hcp at
street level chould lure people, revenue
from Main Street. As for future activi-
ties, test groups loved interactive map
of Hartford where visitors can “buld

4 thecity” as it was in certan

‘_',"v»-‘;r' time pericds. Sounds like

Y capitd fun,
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Riverfront: A breeze <tirs at
Riverfront Recapture. State Bond
Commission gpproves $750,000 to
desian Riverwalk South — a plan to
breach the dike, creating entrarce to
the riverfront park off Van Dyke
Avenue. Work on Riverwak North, a
L10O-foot section of park linking

Bulkeley BEndae and Riverside Park, 1s

poied to begin Last year, 786,000
7 e Pecple visited the river-
) M} front— up 17 percent
= over2003

L

Coltaville: Martgage commitrment awel-
come sign of faith in project's averseers,
Listen for music of saws and hammers
from south armory before the tulips rise.
National Landmark apglication makes ele-
gant case for historical sigrificance of Colt
legacy, a stepping stone to a naticnal park.
Let's hare a good tumcut Wednesday for
4, breakfast under blue onion

el dorme wath National Trust
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Y President Richard Moz,

Connecticut Center for
Science and Exploration:
Stunning pregress toward fall

400-page-plus master planin
December. Fund-rasing has
reached impressive 85 parcent
of $150 millicn goal. Test bor-
ings at site start this month
Latest inspiration: Center
President Ted Serqi seeking
idzas for drawing hydropower
from Connecticut River. Send
. suggestions to the
“ website:
Qt-;:“. v www.ctcseog.

aroundbreaking. Board approved
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Convention Center/Hotel:

Adriaen’s Larding's piece de
resistance, the Cornecticut
Comverttion Center, opers for
business June 2, a little ahead of
schedule. What a trip: frem a

Next doar, the Downtown
Marriott hotel is a hdfstep
behind. Now 70 percent com-
plete, it is scheduled to openin
August. Let's spare no effort in
g marketing Hartford

concept on paper ta skyline-alter-
ing megastructure in seven years!

e =4 as a convention city.
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