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Prince. Some claim some of their shop
teachers did not know how to control or
reach students. And some say the school did
little to help them land trade jobs.

A.I. Prince Technical High School regula-
rly ranks at or near the bottom of any com-
parison among Connecticut’s 17 state tech-
nical high schools. Students score poorly on
state math and reading tests and national
vocational exams. 

And the system as a whole fares only
slightly better. Fewer than one out of five of
the system’s 1999 electrical shop graduates
have gotten an electrician’s license. Prince
is one of six schools that have yet to produce
a single licensed electrician from the Class
of ’99. The failures of the electrical shops are
mirrored in many of the technical high
school programs, where few seniors can
pass written national trade exams or state
reading and math tests.

The technical schools’ new superintend-
ent, Abigail L. Hughes, is the first to admit
the system is broken, haunted by low aca-
demic performance at many of the schools.
She’s been working to reform the system,

cal shop’s only whiteboard. Shop lights
flicker on and off.

Chaffin believes a new building and
Hughes’ new initiatives, especially the
math and reading labs launched this year,
will make Prince Tech strong. “We’re mak-
ing great strides,” he said. “But it is going to
be a very long road.”

‘Oh Man, The Math’
Damion Murray strolls through the cha-

otic construction site with heavy tools hang-
ing from every belt loop, a diamond earring
hanging from both ears and hard-bitten
tradesmen hanging on his every word.

He is an apprentice who has failed the
state license exam three times, but a single
word sprawled on his hard hat — “super-
hero” — hints at his status among co-
workers.

The men laugh at his jokes as he figures
out where the architect of the new science
wing at East Hartford High School wants
him to put electrical boxes.

His boss, Tom Beaudoin, a Prince Tech
alumnus who owns T&T Electrical Contrac-
tors Inc. in Hartford, says the 25-year-old ap-
prentice is one of his best electricians, li-
censed or not.

“Life is good,” Murray says while he in-
stalls a digital clock. “I work inside where
it’s warm. I make good money. I got my own
place, with new furniture. I buy a new car
every two years.”

The handsome East Hartford man is tal-
ented, easygoing and diligent, but he lacks
the ninth-grade math skills needed to get
into the local electrician’s union or pass the
all-important state electrician’s exam. 

He raised his score from a 44 to a 52 to a 54,
but he needs a 70 to pass. Murray can’t seem
to calculate things such as electrical loads
and wire capacity. He calls it “a test prob-
lem, not a real-world problem.”

It’s a skill Murray admits he never mas-
tered, even when he was at Prince Tech. Al-
though he didn’t study for his first test, he
says he’s studying now.

“I’m a good electrician,” he says. “Ask my
boss. … He knows I know what I’m doing.
But the math, oh man, the math, it’s killing
me.”

‘Forgot Our Brains’
Murray isn’t the only one from his old

shop who can’t pass the state exam. Nas-
rudeen, who works with Murray at T&T,
has failed three times. Nasrudeen can’t fin-
ish the test in the allotted time because he
can’t read fast enough.

Nasrudeen says getting his electrician’s
license would mean an extra $4 an hour on
most jobs. On government projects, his pay
would almost double. “That buys a lot of dia-
pers,” says Nasrudeen, who is eagerly
awaiting the birth of his second child.

The answers he needs are buried in the
National Electrical Code, which can be used
during the test, but the manual is as thick
and as dull as a Kansas City phonebook.
Nasrudeen’s well-worn copy is underlined
and highlighted. 

He studies it a few minutes each night in
his neatly manicured duplex in Hartford’s
South End. It doesn’t help that English isn’t
Nasrudeen’s native language. The earnest
Guyanese native came to the U.S. 11 years
ago, when he was 14.

Prince Tech represents a wasted opportu-
nity for Nasrudeen. He had a chance to learn
a trade for free. Now he will have to pay $400
to $800 for a license prep course just to pass
the state electrician’s test.

Nasrudeen hated high school theory
class, where teachers spouted abstract ideas
that seemed to have no application in the
real world, but he knows his failure to mas-
ter those lessons, as boring as they were, is
hurting him now. 

“They taught us how to use our hands,” he
said. “We forgot our brains.”

State records show that more than a third
of 1999 tech graduates who took the state
electrician’s exam failed it. Most who failed
did poorly on the parts of the exam that re-
quire calculations and code book refer-
ences, records show.

When Beaudoin attended in the late 1970s,
Prince Tech still had difficult entrance ex-
ams and accepted only the best students
who were determined to become licensed
electricians, carpenters or machinists, he
said.

“Getting into Prince Tech was an honor,”
he said. “You were somebody.”

Now, lackluster academics limit the num-
ber of licensed electricians and strong col-
lege applicants who come out of the state’s
technical schools. It also leads to lower stan-
dardized test scores. 

And poor test scores have hurt the sys-
tem’s reputation, making it hard to attract
top-notch recruits and a racially diverse stu-
dent body at a time when Hughes wants to
raise admissions standards.

On Their Own
Jose Viera thrived at Prince Tech. The

Newington teen ran cross-country and
track. His silky voice and playful smile got 

electricians, will be the first of his class to
get his license.

Most union apprentices pass the state ex-
am on the first try. If Lopez passes in May, he
says, it will be because of what he learned in
the union, not Prince Tech. The Hartford na-
tive said he’s not bitter, but he is blunt.

“I am where I am because of my dad, my
brother and the union, not Prince Tech,” Lo-
pez said during a recent break from an eve-
ning trade theory class that all union ap-
prentices attend. “If Prince Tech was all I
had, I’d be flipping burgers.”

But Bill Chaffin, Prince Tech’s new prin-
cipal, said faculty members do the best they
can with the students they get. Freshmen
with fifth-grade reading skills are not un-
common. Some are hungry, live in violent,
drug-ravaged homes or are having children.
They struggle to graduate, much less master
a trade, especially one as complex as electri-
cal.

Their gritty stories unfold in a dingy, run-
down building that is waiting for a reno-
vation project envisioned when Ray Lopez
was still a child. The school has no quiet
classroom where students can learn electri-
cal theory. Fist-sized holes pock the electri-

raise admission standards, bolster math
and reading instruction, hire better teach-
ers and improve teacher training.

The changes are coming quickly. But
they’re coming too late to help the 1999 elec-
trical graduates of Prince Tech.

The Class Of ’99
Five years after leaving Prince Tech, Ber-

trand Edward, the shop’s lone college gradu-
ate, is looking for work as a school guidance
counselor. Jose Viera and Carmelo Serrano,
known as the shop’s heartbreakers, joined
the military.

Albert Deleon, the guy who loved fast
cars, works at a Hartford car wash. Freddie
Resto, the one who would stay up all night
playing video games, is a handyman in
Groton. Class clown Ziggy Rosario is in
prison for dealing drugs.

Damion Murray and Jamal Nasrudeen,
hard-working sons of immigrants, have
good jobs in the field, but can’t pass the elec-
trician’s exam. Paul Russello has worked
for four different electrical shops. It’s likely
that Ray Lopez, the son and brother of union
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1. BERTRAND EDWARD
Age: 25
Home: Hartford
What he was known for
at Prince Tech:
Emerged from the local men’s
league to become the
school’s soccer sensation in
his junior year. Had a real head
for math.
Job: He is looking for work
after graduating with a
psychology degree from
Western Connecticut State
University in 2003. He plays
soccer for Hartford United.
Plans: Wants to be a school
guidance counselor and youth
league soccer coach.

— Penelope Overton

PAUL RUSSELLO
Age: 23
Home:
Manchester
What he was
known for at
Prince Tech:
Decked out in

trademark gold chains, Paul
was the Italian member of the
Three Stooges, who planned
to become a professional
gambler. Voted Class
Daydreamer.
Job: Electrical apprentice for
SEMAC Electrical Contractors
of New Britain. Working on
construction of a high school
in Darien.
Plans: Will take the state
exam to get his electrician’s
license this spring.

FREDDIE “LITTLE FREDDIE”
RESTO

Age: 23
Home: New
London
What he was
known for at
Prince Tech:
Made the

honor roll his freshman year,
but then devoted more time
to goofing off than studying.
In shop, he became one of
the Three Stooges, with
Albert and Paul.
Job: Works for contractor that
maintains military housing at
U.S. Naval Submarine Base in
Groton.
Plans: To be the best player in
the world of the online
StarCraft game.

Five years after graduating with electrical training
from A.I. Prince Technical School in Hartford, none
of the Class of ‘99 has become a licensed electrician.
Some have taken other paths. Some are still plugging
away, trying to get licensed.

Where Are They Now?

2. RAY LOPEZ
Age: 24
Home: Hartford
What he was known for
at Prince Tech:
Played outfield for school
baseball team.
Job: Electrical apprentice for
International Brotherhood of
Electrical Workers out of
Hartford.
Plans: Wants to pass the state
exam to get his electrician’s
license in May.

3. DAMION MURRAY
Age: 25
Home: East Hartford
What he was known for
at Prince Tech:
A captain of the soccer team.
Damion was known as a
gentle giant — a big guy with
an easygoing way.
Job: Electrical apprentice for
T&T Electrical Contractors Inc.
in Hartford.
Plans: Will take the state
exam to get his electrician’s
license this month. He has
failed in his past three
attempts.

4. CARMELO SERRANO
Age: About 25
Home: Washington state
What he was known for
at Prince Tech:
He and Jose were known as
the big flirts of electrical shop.
Job: Enlisted in the Army.
Plans: Unknown.

6. ALBERT DELEON
Age: 24
Home: Hartford
What he was known for
at Prince Tech:
As a freshman, Albert was a
member of the school’s state
champion 4x400 track relay
team. In shop, he was a
member of the Three
Stooges, with Freddie and
Paul, and always had a car
magazine in his hands.
Job: A manager at Mr. Sparkle
Car Wash Inc. in Hartford’s
Parkville neighborhood.
Plans: In 2008, when the
court restores a driver’s
license that he lost after a
drunken-driving conviction,
Albert wants to become a
mailman.

7. JOSE VIERA
Age: 25
Home: Hartford
What he was known for
at Prince Tech:
Named to all-conference
cross-country team in his
junior year; a member of the
team’s state championship
4x400 track relay team in his
sophomore year. In shop, Jose
was a nonstop joker. He and
Carmelo were known as
heartbreakers.
Job: Installs expansion joints
at power plants for IAFD Inc.
of Glastonbury; a member of
the Connecticut National
Guard’s 250th Engineering
Unit.
Plans: Return to Manchester
Community College to study
forensic science.

8. JAMAL NASRUDEEN
Age: 25
Home: Hartford
What he was known for
at Prince Tech:
Transferred from Weaver
High School in his sophomore
year. In shop, Jamal was the
serious one with little
patience for some of his
classmates’ antics.
Job: Electrical apprentice for
T&T Electrical Contractors Inc.
in Hartford.
 Plans: Will continue to take
the state exam to get his
electrician’s license. He has
failed in his past three
attempts.

5. SIGFREDO “ZIGGY” ROSARIO
Age: 24
Home: Carl Robinson
Correctional Institution in
Enfield.
What he was known for
at Prince Tech:
Class clown.
Job: Worked at Hometown
Buffet during his most recent
parole.
Plans: Awaiting a parole
hearing this month that will
determine if he will be
released or remain
incarcerated for a parole
violation stemming from a
2000 drug dealing
conviction.
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Photos from A.I. Prince Technical School yearbook
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*N/A – Not applicable because either the school doesn’t offer the program or because seniors from that
school have not yet taken the national test in that subject.

At several of the state’s 17 technical high schools, small percentages of seniors met
the national average on the written portion of a test produced in their discipline by
the National Occupational Competency Testing Institute. Below is the percentage of
seniors meeting the national average in selected fields for 2002–2004:

School
Abbott, Danbury
Bullard-Havens, Bridgeport
Cheney, Manchester
Ellis, Danielson
Goodwin, New Britain
Grasso, Groton
Kaynor, Waterbury
Norwich, Norwich
O’Brien, Ansonia
Platt, Milford
Prince, Hartford
Vinal, Middletown
Whitney, Hamden
Wilcox, Meriden
Windham, Willimantic
Wright, Stamford
Wolcott, Torrington
Overall tech school system

Automotive
Technology
31
12.5
96.4
69.2
36.8
38.5
53.6
61.3
53.6
50
6
72.2
30
61.1
80
0
85
49.3

Carpentry
54.2
42.1
48.6
51.6
51.6
64.3
70.3
59.1
33.4
63.2
4.5
86.4
26.3
62.5
87.5
9
97.3
55.6

Culinary
77.1
46.5
62.2
N/A*
51.2
66.7
73.8
N/A
86.5
61
40.4
74.1
3.8
N/A
73.8
16.1
81.5
60.4

Electrical
52.5
21.2
67.5
77.5
17.2
41.7
70.6
52.9
20.7
75
4.3
73
27.8
50
90.3
30.8
78.1
52.6

Hairdressing
48.8
78.7
N/A
51.4
34.6
76.9
59.6
43.3
47.8
50
59.1
37.5
9.7
70.8
N/A
29.4
78.4
53.4

Struggling To Pass

SOURCE: State of Connecticut

Only 17 percent of technical school graduates from the Class
of ’99’s electrical shops have become licensed electricians.

School

Abbott
Bullard-Havens
Cheney
Ellis
Goodwin
Grasso
Kaynor
Norwich
O’Brien
Platt
Prince
Vinal
Whitney
Wilcox
Windham
Wolcott
System (28)161

Electricians By School

NOTE: While some students at Wright Tech in Stamford started in the electrical
shop, none graduated in 1999.

graduates

graduates who became licensed electricians
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